NH Energy Programs Available to NH Residential & Business Customers Snapshot July 2008
Existing:

	Program
	Administrator
	Implementer
	Funding Source
	Eligibility
	Annual Funding
	Customers Served
	Other info

	“Core” Statewide Electric Efficiency (EE) Programs
(www.nhsaves.com)
	NH Electric Utilities (PSNH, Unitil, National Grid, NH Electric Coop)
	NH Electric Utilities, Community Action Agencies (CAPs) for low income (LI))
	System Benefits Charge (EE gets 1.8 mills of 3.0 mills total ($0.003/ kWh); about $1-2/mo.
	All Electric utility
 customers; Low Income EE programs eligible to those at or under 185% of Federal Poverty Guidelines (FPG)
	Approx. $20 million from all electric customers
	Approx. 90,000 in 2007 (includes everything from light bulbs to weatherization to large biz projects)
	PUC reviews and approves, with input from EAP Advisory Board, annually; CAPs coordinate electric, gas and federal funds; 
Access programs at www.nhsaves.com 

	Natural Gas Efficiency Programs
	National Grid (f/k/a/ KeySpan) and Northern Utilities
	Gas Utilities and subcontractors (CAPs for LI)
	In gas rates 
	All customers of National Grid and Northern; Low Income EE programs eligible to those at or under 185% FPG
	Approx. $2.5 million from all natural gas customers
	Goal is 3,305 in 2008 program year
	PUC approves programs and budgets every 3 years, with annual reviews.  (Effort to increase alignment of electric and gas programs is underway)

	Low Income Electric Assistance Program (“EAP”)
	Community Action Agencies (CAPs), PUC and Electric Utilities
	CAPs
	System Benefits Charge (LI gets 1.2 mills of 3.0 mills total ($0.003/ kWh)
	Discount ranges from 5-70% based on income and household size; must be at or below 185% of FPG

	Approx. $13 million from all customers
	Approx. 28,000, (current funding will not support this enrollment with rising electric rates)
	PUC approves EAP annual budgets and program changes; EAP Advisory Board meets quarterly to review program with CAPs and PUC Staff

	Gas Low Income Assistance Program
	Gas Utilities (National Grid (f/k/a KeySpan and Northern Utilities), in conjuction with CAPs
	Gas Utilities
	Charge in gas rates for all gas customers; less than 1% impact on customer bills
	60% discount off delivery portion of bill (doesn’t apply to the gas portion.)  Overall discount is about 12-15% of total bill; eligibility based on programs i.e. LIHEAP, food stamps, etc. ( 185% FPG
	Approx. $1.2 million from all customers
	Approx. 6000 customers
	

	LIHEAP (fuel assistance)

	Office of Energy and Planning (OEP)
	Community Action Agencies (CAPs)
	Federal budget
	Available to income-eligible NH residents, for any heating fuel, at or below 185% of FPG
	Approx. $25 million
	Approx. 33,000 households
	Additional funds required for winter ’08-‘09

	Federal Low Income Weatherization Program (“Wxn”)
	Office of Energy and Planning (OEP) 
	Community Action Agencies (CAPs)
	Federal budget
	Available to income-eligible NH residents at or below 185% of FPG (subject to severe budget limitations; wait list)
	Approx. $1.35 million
	Approx. 550 in 07/08 (16,000+ have requested services)
	CAAs, OEP and utilities coordinate funds to serve customers

	NH Electric Coop Renewable Energy Incentives
	NH Electric Coop incentives for solar, small wind turbines
	NH Electric Coop
	n/a
	
	n/a
	All NHEC customers
	See http://www.smallsteps.coop/coop_programs/ 


Upcoming Programs (2009)
	Program
	Administrator
	Use of Funds
	Eligibility
	Funding Source
	Annual Funding
	Other info

	Renewable Energy Fund (created by RPS statute 362-F in 2007)
	PUC administers fund pursuant to Puc 2500 rules which describe how to access the fund (see Puc 2507); Advisory Board created in HB1561 will advise Commission
	Renewable energy projects, can be any size and proposed by any person or business who is a customer of a NH provider of electricity (HB1628 creates a program for homeowners to access the funds, specifics TBD by PUC)
	All customers; specifics to be determined by PUC
	Renewable Portfolio Standard charge included in customer bills (est. at $9/year for customers of Unitil and Grid) and $5.50/year for a residential PSNH customer, which is lower because of PSNH’s own generation)
	Estimated at $10 million in 2009
	RPS costs are in customer bills now; First funds estimated to be available to applicants in June 2009

	Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction Fund (created by HB1434, RGGI bill)
	PUC administers fund; Advisory Board created by HB1561 will begin planning for fund in October 2008
	Multi-fuel energy efficiency programs and projects (including demand response); details TBD by PUC and HB1561 Sustainable Energy Advisory Board
	All customers; specifics to be determined by PUC and Advisory Board
	NH allocated allowances will be sold in the regional RGGI auction
	Approx. $12 -$60 million in 2009 (possibly after December ‘08 auction if NH participates, if not then March ‘09), depending upon allowance auction price, and increasing in years thereafter
	RGGI efficiency funds will be “fuel blind,” i.e. available for efficiency projects for all fuel types, not limited to electricity and natural gas as are current programs 


More information on assistance and efficiency programs is available at http://www.puc.nh.gov/Consumer/consumer.htm. 
There are also federal tax incentives available for energy efficiency, information is at http://www.doe.gov/taxbreaks.htm. 

� These programs are not available for customers of municipal electric departments (Ashland, Littleton, Wolfboro, Woodsville), and they are not assessed the SBC.


� FGP = Federal Poverty Guidelines.  For example, in 2008 a family of 1 must have a Gross Annual Income of $19,240 or less to qualify for EAP benefits.


� Eligibility for and enrollment in LIHEAP, EAP and Gas Assistance program are coordinated on the customer side by the CAPs so that customers can enroll in all programs for which they are eligible.  CAPs also provide information on EE programs at enrollment.





